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armies of the Emperors of Byzantium. Osman be-
came henceforth the national name of his people.
His son, Orkhan, whose capital was Prusa (Bursa),
after conquering Nicomedia (1327) and Mcsea (1330),
threatened the Hellespont. He took the title of
Padishah, and bis court was called the ' High Porte.'
His son, Soliman, crossed the Hellespont (1357), and
took possession of Gallipoli and Sestos. He thus
became master of the Dardanelles. Murad I. took
Adrianople (1362), made it his capital, conquered
Macedonia, and, after a severe struggle, overthrew
the united forces of the Slavonic races south of the
Danube, the Bulgarians, Servians, and Croatians, in
the battle of Kossova-polye (1389). He fell himself,
but his successor Bayazeth followed his course, took
Thessaly, passed Thermopylae, and devastated the
Peloponnesus. The Emperor of Germany, Sigismund,
who advanced at the head of an army composed of
French, German, and Slavonic soldiers, was defeated
by Bayazeth on the Danube in the battle of Nicopolis,
1399. Bayazeth took Bosnia, and would have taken
Constantinople, had not the same Mongolians, who in
1244 drove the first Turkish tribes westward into
Persia, threatened again their newly-acquired posses-
sions. Timur had grasped the reins fallen from the
hands of Chingis-Khan: Bayazeth was compelled to
meet him, and suffered defeat (1402) in the battle of
Angora (Ankyra) in Galatia.

Europe now had respite, but not long. Timur died,
and with him his empire fell to pieces, while the
Osman army rallied again under Mahomet I. (1413),
and re-gained its former power under Murad II.